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1950 TELEVISION NEWS SURVEY 
Foreword 
Much has been written about television since World War II, and a 
great deal of experimentation has been conducted with regard to the medium's 
more scientific aspects. There has been a great lag, however, in research 
concerned with television news shows. 
The purpose of the study of which this report is a brief statistical 
condensation was to survey the television news techniques currently prac-
ticed in the nation's TV stations. It was the belief of the radio department 
of the University of Missouri School of Journalism that such a project would 
prove useful to the school in its attempt to keep ' itself abreast of the develop-
ments in this great new communication medium. The School of Journalism 
further hopes that the information herewith compiled will be of value to the 
television executives who contributed so generously of their time and of their 
energies to make this project possible. 
At the time this questionnaire was sent to the nation's television 
executives, in March, 1950, there were 101 television stations in active op-
eration in the United States. A personal letter was written to each of the 
executives by way of introducing the questionnaire. Sixty-one replies were 
received in time to be inCluded in the compilation. Four more questionnaires 
were returned, but these were received too late to be used. However, the 
results would not have been altered materially by these. 
The questionnaire method was used in this study because it seemed 
to be the only practicable method for obtaini:tJ.g information from a large group 
of stations scattered from one end of the country to the other. This report 
is based on work done by Franklin N. Heck, M.A., 1950. 
Percentages in all tables were rounded to the nearest tenth of one 
per cent. 
Edward C. Lambert 
Head, Radio Department 

TABLE I 
TELEVISION STATION AFFILIATION WITH AM AND FM RADIO 
STATIONS, MARCH, 1950 
Number Percentage 
of of total 
Affiliation stations respondents 
AM only 8 13.1 
FM only 4 6.5 
Both 35 57.3 
Neither 8 13.1 
No answer 6 9.8 
Total 61 100.0 
TABLE IT 
THE SIZE OF TELEVISION NEWS STAFF, MARCH, 1950 
Number 
on 
staff 
o 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
12 
18 
46 
No answer 
Total 
Number 
of 
stations 
TABLE ill 
19 
11 
9 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
11 
61 
Percentage 
of total 
respondents 
31.1 
18.0 
14.7 
1.6 
1.6 
1.6 
1.6 
1.6 
1.6 
3.2 
1.6 
1.6 
1.6 
1.6 
18.0 
100.0 
PERSONNEL SHARED BETWEEN RADIO AND TELEVISION STATIONS, 
MARCH, 1950 
Number Percentage 
Number of of total 
shared stations respondents 
None 21 34.4 
1 7 11.4 
2 4 6.5 
3 5 8.2 
4 2 3.3 
5 1 1.6 
6 2 3.3 
7 4 6.5 
11 1 1.6 
No answer 14 23.0 
Total 61 100.0 
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TABLE IV 
FORMER EMPLOYMENT OF TELEVISION NEWSMEN, MARCH, 1950 
Work 
Radio 
Newspaper 
Newsreel 
Photography 
Dramatics 
Journalism Schools 
Other 
Total 
Number 
reported 
TABLE V 
41 
23 
3 
9 
3 
15 
3 
97 
Per cent 
of total 
42.3 
23.7 
3.1 
9.3 
3.1 
15.5 
3.1 
100.0 
NUMBER OF NETWORK AFFILIATIONS OF INDIVIDUAL TELEVISION 
STATIONS, MARCH, 1950 
Number Number Percentage 
of of of total 
networks stations respondents 
None 1 1.6 
One 24 39.3 
Two 6 9.8 
Three 7 11.5 
Four 17 27.9 
No answer 6 9.8 
Total 61 100.0 
TABLE VI 
NETWORK AFFILIATIONS OF TELEVISION STATIONS, MARCH, 1950 
Number Percentage 
of of total 
Network stations respondents 
ABC 30 49 .2 
NBC 
~ 
35 57.4 
CBS 33 54.1 
Du Mont 27 44.3 
None 1 1.6 
No answer 6 9.8 
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TABLE VII 
NUMBER OF TELEVISION * NEWS PROGRAMS USUALLY PRESENTED 
DAILY, MARCH, 1950 
Number Number Percentage 
of of of total 
programs stations respondents 
None 2 3.3 
One 15 24.6 
Two 18 29.7 
Three 11 18.0 
Four 5 8.2 
Five 1 1.6 
Seven 1 1.6 
Nine 1 1.6 
No answer 7 11.5 
Total 61 100.0 
* Five or more times weekly 
TABLE VITI 
NUMBER OF NETWORK TV NEWS PROGRAMS USUALLY CARRIED 
DAILY BY INDIVIDUAL ,STATIONS, MARCH, 1950 
Number of Number Percentage 
network of of total 
programs stations respondents 
None 34 55.7 
One 13 21.3 
Two 2 3.3 
Three 1 1.6 
Four 1 1.6 
No answer 10 16.4 
Total 61 100.0 
TABLE IX 
TELEVISION STATIONS BROADCASTING COMMERCIAL NEWSREELS, 
MARCH, 1950 
Frequency Number Percentage 
of of of total 
broadcasts stations respondents 
None 18 29.7 
Daily * 
Once 19 31.1 
Twice 9 14.8 
Weekly 
Once 7 11.5 
Twice 1 1.6 
Four times 1 1.6 
No answer 6 9.8 
Total 61 100.0 
* Five times weekly 
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TABLE X 
UTILIZATION OF REMOTE PICKUPS BY TV STATIONS, MARCH; 1950 
Number Percentage 
Remote of of total 
pickup stations respondents 
Sports 28 45.9 
Meetings 15 22.8 
Disasters 12 19.7 
No answer 31 50.8 
TABLE XI 
TELEVISION STATIONS UTILIZING ORIGINAL PHOTOGRAPHY, 
MARCH, 1950 
Number Percentage 
of of total 
Photography stations respondents 
Still 28 45.9 
Motion 30 49.2 
No answer 22 36.1 
TABLE :xn 
TIME LAG BETWEEN SHOOTING AND BROADCASTING MOTION 
PICTURES ON TV, MARCH, 1950 
Number Percentage 
of of total 
Time stations respondents 
Hours 
One (or less) 11 18.0 
Two 4 6.6 
Three 6 9.8 
Four 3 4.9 
Five 1 1.6 
Six 3 4 .9 
Days 
One 13 21.3 
Two 1 1.6 
Three 2 3.3 
Four 1 1.6 
No answer 16 26.2 
Total 61 100.0 
TABLE xm 
TELEVISION STATIONS EQUIPPED TO PROCESS MOTION PICTURES, 
MARCH, 1950 
Film Number Percentage 
processing of of total 
equipment stations respDndents 
Yes 16 26.2 
No 38 62.3 
No answer 7 11.5 
Total 61 100.0 
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TABLE XIV 
WILL ON-THE-SPOT COVERAGE SUPPLANT MOTION PICTURES ON TV? 
Number Percentage 
of of total 
Answer stations respondents 
Yes 16 26.2 
No 25 41.0 
Doubtful 5 8.2 
No answer 15 24.6 
Total 61 100.0 
TABLE XV 
WILL MOTION PICTURES LARGELY SUPPLANT STILL NEWS PICTURES 
ON TV WITHIN FIVE YEARS? 
Number of Percentage 
Answer stations of total 
Yes 41 67.5 
No 3 4.9 
Doubtful 6 9.9 
No answer 11 18.0 
Total 61 100.0 
TABLE XVI 
USE OF GRAPHIC REPRESENTATION WITH NEWS BY TV STATIONS, 
MARCH, 1950 
Number Percentage 
of of total 
Representation stations respondents 
Still 19 31.1 
Animated 6 9.8 
No answer 42 68.8 
TABLE XVII 
ARE STILL OR ANIMATED REPRESENTATIONS MORE PRACTICABLE, 
MARCH, 1950 
Consideration 
Time Involved 
Still 
Animated 
No answer 
Total 
Expense Involved 
Still 
Animated 
No answer 
Total 
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Number 
of 
stations 
26 
18 
17 
61 
33 
11 
17 
61 
Per<:~entage 
of total 
respondents 
42.6 
29.5 
27.9 
100.0 
54.1 
18.0 
27.9 
100.0 
TABLE xvm 
PRACTICES OF NEWSCASTERS AND COMMENTATORS ON TV STATIONS, 
MARCH, 1950 
Techniques 
Script visible 
Ad lib 
Only notes used 
Number 
of 
stations 
Percentage 
of total 
respondents 
Script out of camera range 
No answer 
20 
17 
9 
11 
22 
32.8 
27.9 
14.7 
18.0 
36.1 
TABLE XIX 
USE OF INTERVIEWS ON TELEVISION NEWSCASTS, MARCH, 1950 
Number Percentage 
of of total 
Interviews stations respondents 
Live 33 54.1 
Filmed 11 18.0 
No answer 15 26.2 
Total 61 100.0 
TABLE XX 
-TV STATIONS USING PRINTED NEWS BROADCASTS, MARCH, 1950 
Reply 
Use printed news 
No answer 
Total 
Number 
of 
stations 
TABLE XXI 
26 
35 
61 
Percentage 
of total 
respondents 
42.6 
57.4 
100.0 
TV STATIONS REPORTING SEVERE ECONOMIC LIMITATIONS IN NEWS 
PRESENTATION, MARCH, 1950 
Number Percentage 
of of total 
Limitation stations respondents 
Yes 27 44.3 
No 25 41.0 
No answer 9 14.7 
Total 61 100.0 
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-11-
Author 
ANSE LL, Jack, Jr. 
BERK, Philip Edward 
BYRNE, Paul Ignatius 
CLARK, Robert Phillips 
DUNAGIN, R~th 
KRUEGER,Milton 
PICINICH, Donald 
RODECKER, Charles Merit 
SHE:t'RIN, David Z. 
VARMA, Baidya Nath 
